term Third Reich to the conception of the State which was
to follow the Weimar Republic.

Friendship with Hindenburg ripened and von Papen
became one of the " Palace clique " around the old man
who ruled Germany because it was his duty. Hindenburg
came to learn of only those things which were considered
necessary to enable him to show an intelligent knowledge
of affairs to any distinguished foreigner with whom he
might come in contact. Quarrels over which flag was to
fly from Embassies abroad excited him more than the
rising tide of Communism in Germany, although to him
everything that he could not understand was " Bolshevism".
Whenever another Minister was to be appointed he en-
quired, querulously, " Is he another Catholic? " Therefore
it is surprising that von Papen, the Catholic politician and
landowner, was able to come so close to him. The Imperial
Officer Corps bound the old regime closer together than
did religious denomination and Hindenburg saw in Papen,,
first the officer and then the Catholic.
While industrial distress increased, the Parties in the
Reich multiplied, each offering to the bewildered electorate
a panacea for all its ills, and the Hitler movement gained
more and more seats in the Reichstag and in the various
Landtags or Diets in the States. The Army looked on, but
did nothing to curb the power of the Sturmalteilungm^ the
ever-increasing army of the Nazi movement.
The political Generals of the Reichswehr knew that it
must encourage the idea of the Burgher army, for it could
not afford to face a future war with unsympathetic elements
in the rear. The Reichswehr knew how to keep aloof from
the bickerings of the State, and it showed, on one particular
occasion, without any equivocation, that it would not
tolerate interference with the State. During the Chan-
cellorship of Mtiller, the Reichstag sought to compel dis-
closure of the Army budget and further to subordinate
the Reichswehr to the parliament of the German Nation,
by creating a parliamentary Secretary of State for the
Reichswehr Ministry. Which does not seem an unusual
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